The Louisiana Purchase
Expansion to the West (0:00-5:48)

· In 1801 the future of America looked bleak and foreign nations were vying for control of land west of the Mississippi River
· America began looking west for land to expand- it got its wish on April 30, 1803 (American doubled in size overnight for $15 million)
· There were many factors that led to the Louisiana Purchase- it was the product of many events lining up just right

· In 1682 French explorer LaSalle claimed and named Louisiana for King Louis but the land was deemed useless for a hundred years

· After the French and Indian War, France gave the land to Spain as a gift for Spain’s aid of France in the war

· King Carlos of Spain almost declined the land but then saw it as a buffer zone between the rest of the colonies from his silver mines in Mexico

· After American Independence, the Spanish knew that the Americans were a dangerous neighbor and an expanding one
The Spanish Conspiracy (5:48-10:37)
· Americans began settling along the Mississippi River- the settlers had 2 options (either move their farm products over land in dangerous expeditions, or simply sail them down the Mississippi River to New Orleans where their products could be placed on ocean ships at the port)
· For a long time, Spain allowed the Americans to use the Mississippi River and New Orleans
· Spain shut down the river in the 1780s and many frontiersmen in Kentucky thought about seceding and becoming part of Spain rather than America because they needed the river so badly for trade

· In 1787 a shipment of flour and one unusually heavy barrel arrived in Kentucky from New Orleans for James Wilkinson (one filled with gold). Wilkinson was to use his influence to make Kentucky a colony of Spain and for it was to be paid with gold by Spain

· The Spanish Conspiracy (this plot) failed from lack of support but other plots surfaced as well

· Local interest in the frontier was more important to settlers than belonging to the union- people were looking out for their own interests
· Thomas Jefferson may have also taken part in a conspiracy to hand Louisiana to the French

A French Louisiana (10:37-20:07)
· The French Revolution raged in Europe
· Many who had originally supported the French Revolution were nervous about the bloodshed during the reign of terror
· January 21, 1793 Louis XVI was beheaded and on the same day Edmund Genet left to reclaim Louisiana for France (by stirring up the Americans to go against the Spanish)- the word was spread that a French Louisiana would open up New Orleans for France

· Genet met with Jefferson to arrange the attack of Spain but this would have gone against American Neutrality

· Andres Michaud a French botanist set out to explore the west- but he also had a letter from Genet trying to get Kentucky frontiersmen to attack Spain (but it failed because Washington intercepted and deported Michaud)

· Soon after the Genet Affair- the Spanish realized that they had better reopen New Orleans and have better relations with America

· March 4, 1801 Jefferson became the 3rd president of the U.S. (deeply against war)

· Napoleon Bonaparte took control in France (very powerful and impulsive man- he could make his will happen)

· Napoleon fought with massive armies

· Napoleon fought using total warfare

· Napoleon wanted to dominate the entire world

· He though Louisiana should be an easy victory

· With the weakness of Spain, the time was right for Napoleon to try to capture Louisiana

· France and Spain agreed to a secret treaty to switch Louisiana for a small principality in northern Italy named Etruria (The Treaty of San Ildefonso-October 1, 1800) to be ruled by a daughter of King Carlos
· When the daughter arrived, the principality was not what it was cracked up to be

· The palace was in shambles

· Napoleon did not value Louisiana for itself but instead for its Caribbean islands and especially Saint-Domingue (Haiti)

The Jewel of France (20:07-28:02)
· Haiti was the jewel of France- provided 2/3 of France’s trade in 1790
· France was ruthless over the African slaves of Haiti (incredibly brutal)
· Inspired by the French Revolution, the slaves of Haiti launched a violent rebellion- led by Toussaint L’Ouverture (known as the black Napoleon)

· Napoleon launched a force of 30,000 professional soldiers led by Charles Le Claire

· The Mississippi River Valley would supply lumber and goods to Haiti so that it could devote all efforts on sugar cane

· Jefferson believed that the problem between France and America could be solved by negotiations and without war (he learned of the secret treaty) and sent Robert Livingstone to negotiate
· Charles Louis de Talleyrand France’s minister denied the secret treaty
· Many in America called for a response with force against France

· The Americans used secret codes in transmitting messages back and forth to Europe

· French troops began arriving in Haiti by the thousands

· 3/5 of the American goods in the west traveled through New Orleans so it was important to America

· Jefferson sent one message that was not coded. In fact, it was intended to be intercepted by Napoleon. It suggested that America needed to make an alliance with England (it was a bluff of course because Jefferson hated the English)- he was hoping to give Napoleon an ultimatum that if Napoleon took Louisiana, then America would have an alliance with England

· In October 1802- Spanish official once again closed New Orleans to Americans (protocol disputes not caused by France- but that is what Americans thought)

Contingent Events (28:02-37:31)
· Saint-Domingue in 1802 was not an easy victory for France and was extremely brutal
· The war in Haiti was all out guerilla warfare.  A loss for the Haitians was a complete loss of liberty- they hid in trees, attacked at night, and were quick
· The Haitian rebels dragged the war on

· Napoleon’s troops were vulnerable to yellow fever and many died like flies of disease

· In September of 1802 of the original 30,000 only 4,000 were able to fight (2 months later Le Claire died)
· Napoleon’s 20,000 men who he intended to have invade Louisiana were instead sent to Haiti

· At the same time, 3,000 additional troops never made it to the Americas due to an ice storm and ships being caught in the ice in Holland

· Napoleon never invaded Louisiana due to ice, the mosquito, and the unpredictable island rebellion in Haiti

· Haiti became the second republic in the western hemisphere and the first to declare that all men were equal

· Across the western territories, frontiersmen prepared for war against France (Kentucky) and many did not wish to wait for Jefferson

· In February 1803 Congress directed the president to raise 80,000 troops to invade Louisiana-Jefferson fought fiercely against a military solution

· Jefferson sent Monroe to France to negotiate for New Orleans and offer to buy it

· At the same time Napoleon realized that war with England was inevitable and France needed money- With the loss of Saint-Domingue he was prepared to sell not only New Orleans, but also all of the Louisiana Territory

· Livingstone’s original response to the offer was that America did not want Louisiana but just New Orleans

· The next day Livingston and the French finance minister Francois de Barbé-Marbois negotiated late into the night- the result was the purchase of all of Louisiana for $15 million

· Ironically, it was an English bank that helped fund the purchase (6% with a 15 year term)- the English preferred to support the French war effort against themselves than to have France in the western hemisphere

Jefferson’s Triumph (37:31-44:00)
· Lewis and Clark were preparing to explore the west when Jefferson learned about the Louisiana Purchase
· At first Jefferson wanted Louisiana for a large Indian reserve.  He wanted Lewis and Clark to see if the settlers of St. Louis would move back east of the river and to give the west to the natives- of course they refused.
· Spain was too weak to defend its stance that the secret treaty with France giving Louisiana to France was null and void since it never delivered the principality in Italy that it promised

· Frontiersmen along the Mississippi were elated

· Jefferson tried to pass a constitutional amendment to authorize the Louisiana Purchase but it took too long and it never succeeded

· New England even considered seceding over the Louisiana Purchase because they now saw themselves in the minority- this never materialized

· On August 17, 1803 Jefferson received a warning that Napoleon was having second thoughts about the deal- Jefferson assembled the Senate and rammed the purchase along with a vote of 24-7 despite the fact that it was unconstitutional
· In the end, the only French troops in Louisiana were there to handle the transfer ceremony

· On, December 20, 1803 the American flag replaced the French flag and America just doubled in size

· One scary thing to the Americans at the ceremony was a mixed militia in New Orleans (natives, creoles, blacks, whites all armed and standing together) 
· The Louisiana Purchase made the U.S. a transcontinental country and a world superpower
